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Governing council report
Thank you to the parents, staff and the Principal for the 2020 Noarlunga Downs P-7 School Governing Council for their 
time and contributions throughout the year.

This year governing council adapted to the COVID-19 situation by going online and having meetings conducted through 
Cisco Webex.  A positive to come out of this has been that meetings have had greater attendance of representatives as 
they have been able to be at home or work and not had to get care for their children to allow them to attend.

A vast range of topics have been discussed and numerous decisions ratified.  Major topics of note include consultation 
on the year 7 to high school transition and the changing of our school’s name, the improvement of the schools ICT 
capability and infrastructure and the ongoing review of the school budget and financial position.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 the Governing Council has not been able to fundraise and support the school in the 
same manner as usual.

Context and highlights for the combined site
Noarlunga Downs P-7 School is located in the southern suburbs of Adelaide in the City of Onkaparinga, approximately 
33km from the Adelaide GPO.  Noarlunga Downs is well serviced by public transport with bus access in front of the 
school and a train station a 10-minute walk away.  The school is set on large, expansive grounds on a hill overlooking 
the Onkaparinga River with views to the sea.  The setting provides an engaging environment for teaching, learning and 
play.

Our school vision statement is: At Noarlunga Downs, we aim high and achieve together by respecting ourselves, others 
and our environment. 

Our school motto is: Aim High, Achieve Together

Our school value is: RESPECT – yourself, others and our environment.

In 2020, as at the term 3 census, we have an enrolment of 108 students in the mainstream classes, 12 students in the 
special class and 15 children in the preschool.  

The school provided a specialist teacher in the areas of physical education, dance, drama and music.

The leadership of the site comprised of the Principal, who oversees the school, preschool and special class and a full-
time Wellbeing Co-ordinator, as well as a Deputy Principal for the second half of the year.

The highlights for 2020 were many despite the restrictions and complexity that COVID-19 brought.  Staff adapted to the 
changes and rose to the challenge of delivering exciting and engaging experiences for the children and students.  The 
children and students showed their resilience, positivity and persistence throughout the year and parents and carers 
showed their patience and support for the school.

Experiences were changed to fit the COVID protocols such as Noarlunga library conducting visits via video link and our 
whole school Christmas lunch turned into a whole school Christmas craft session.

A defined focus on literacy, numeracy and writing through our school improvement planning process continued despite 
the inability to participate in training and development face to face.  Staff used the opportunity to engage in online 
learning and to hone their skills in particular areas.  The improvement is shown in the excellent reading results with the 
highlight being that 93% of year 2 students met the Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) for reading.

The MALPA Young Doctors program has been a particular highlight.  The Ngangkari – the traditional Aboriginal healers 
in Central Australia have passed on their skills to young children.  The idea of children being ‘doctors’ is deeply 
embedded in Indigenous culture and life.  This idea is being used in the Young Doctors project.  Our Aboriginal students 
have been involved in this program and have learnt skills to be able to become health leaders to their younger peers and 
their community.
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School quality improvement planning
2020 was the second year of our three year school improvement plan (SIP) and solid progress has been made towards 
achieving our goals. 

The plan has three main goals:

1. Increase the number of junior primary students (rec-year 3) meeting the SEA for reading.  

We adopted a common approach to teaching phonics through explicit direct instructions and expanding student’s 
vocabulary with a focus on the Big 6 (oral language, phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and 
comprehension).  Throughout 2020 we have consolidated this approach and the results have been pleasing with 80% of 
year 1 students meeting the SEA for reading and 93% of year 2 students meeting the SEA for reading.

2. Increase the number of students meeting the expected proficiency band for writing.  

This is the second year that we have implemented the Brightpath assessment strategy and staff collect two writing 
samples throughout the year to measure achievement and growth.  Our staff have worked with the Brightpath team to 
consolidate consistent assessment and moderation practices. Staff continued to use the Brightpath tool to assess 
student learning in the area of narrative writing.  As there was no NAPLAN we were not able to see growth through the 
NAPLAN writing (as per our SIP) however this was evident in the Brightpath tool with the majority of students making 
progress.

3. Increase the number of primary students (year 3-7) meeting SEA in mathematics.

Staff have continued to use the Big Ideas in Number and focussed on the use of the diagnostic assessment tools to 
inform practice.  All curriculum SSOs were trained in the use of the Quicksmart strategies that are designed to improve 
number operations fluency.  This is to ensure that these strategies were used in the classroom setting on a day to day 
basis.  Mathematics improvement continues to be an area we need to address and further work is planned for 2021.

Preschool improvement planning - review and evaluate
The goal in the preschool was:

 - To increase children's vocabulary to improve their ability to process and produce complex sentences enabling them to 
describe and express their ideas, thoughts and feelings.

Preschool staff worked to achieve this goal by using a modified Phonological Awareness Skill Mapping (PASM) 
assessment to collect baseline data.  They had training and development in the use of Strive for Five and the use of 
open and closed questioning. They implemented these strategies throughout their program.  Identified students worked 
in small groups to focus on rhyme, syllable and alliteration.  Staff used recordings of the students to identify the tier 2 and 
3 words used and to determine the level of words they use to be able to plan next steps in extending the students 
vocabulary.

The modified PASM was performed again at the end of the year and showed significant progress in the student’s 
phonological awareness.

A commitment was made by all teaching staff in term 4 to complete the cultural awareness training online and the first 8 
e-books in the EALD training.  This is with a view to completing the rest in 2021.  Teaching staff have begun to formulate 
an Aboriginal Learner Achievement template specifically looking at learning and achievement of our Aboriginal students.

Improvement: Aboriginal learners
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2017 to 2020 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 73% 25%

Middle progress group * * 50%

Lower progress group * * 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 25%

Middle progress group * 60% 50%

Lower progress group * * 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2019 13 13 2 2 15% 15%

Year 3 2017-2019 Average 12.7 12.3 2.7 2.0 21% 16%

Year 5 2019 14 14 5 1 36% 7%

Year 5 2017-2019 Average 14.0 14.0 3.0 1.3 21% 10%

Year 7 2019 12 12 4 2 33% 17%

Year 7 2017-2019 Average 12.3 12.3 2.0 1.7 16% 14%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated 
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2020.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
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As a school that often has fewer than 20 students eligible to sit NAPLAN at each year level, small changes in the number 
of our students can cause large changes in the percentages shown in the previous graphs.  This makes it more difficult 
to use those percentages to draw reliable conclusions about changes in performance from year to year.  It is far more 
reliable, and therefore informative for us, to focus on the progress and achievement of individual students.  To that end, 
the teaching team undertook individual student analysis, identifying and tracking those students not meeting the 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA).  The school ensured that all students not meeting the SEA were receiving 
support.  Where applicable, intervention strategies were differentiated to ensure targeted students received the support 
they required.

PAT M (Progressive Achievement Tests in Mathematics)
Progressive Achievement Tests in Mathematics provide information about the level of achievement of students from year 
1 to year 10.  The tests assess students’ skill and understanding in the multiple-choice format in the six strands of 
Number, Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, Statistics and Probability.
The assessments also address the mathematical processes of understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning.
Standard of Educational Achievement: All students progress and achieve at or above their year-appropriate level.
The percentage of students at or above the Standard of Educational Achievement is detailed below as recorded by PAT 
M:
Year 3: 64.3%
Year 4: 38.5%
Year 5: 61.5%
Year 6: 79%
Year 7: 78%

PAT R (Progressive Achievement Tests in Reading Comprehension)
Progressive Achievement Tests in Reading Comprehension assess students’ reading comprehension skills.
Comprehension assesses retrieving directly stated information, interpreting explicit information, interpreting implied 
information and reflecting on texts in multiple-choice format.
The percentage of students at or above the Standard of Educational Achievement is detailed below as recorded by PAT 
R:
Year 3: 78.6%
Year 4: 38.5%
Year 5: 77%
Year 6: 85%
Year 7: 89%
Analysis of running record term 3 results for students in year 1 and 2 showed 12 out of 15 students in year 1 and 13 of 
the 14 students in year 2 achieved the Standard of Educational achievement.

School performance comment
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2017 centre 90.4% 90.3% 87.2% 91.5%

2018 centre 87.4% 85.4% 88.3% 86.3%

2019 centre 91.6% 87.2% 86.1% 84.0%

2020 centre 88.1% 86.4% 78.3%  70%

2017 state 90.5% 88.2% 85.9% 87.2%

2018 state 90.7% 88.3% 87.0% 87.2%

2019 state 90.3% 87.4% 85.8% 86.4%

2020 state 89.3% 82.0% 84.8% 85.9%

Preschool attendance

Year level 2017 2018 2019 2020

Reception 89.3% 93.7% 91.9% 88.7%

Year 1 90.9% 86.4% 92.2% 90.6%

Year 2 87.6% 88.1% 88.9% 92.4%

Year 3 91.0% 91.5% 90.2% 79.1%

Year 4 93.7% 90.6% 92.6% 87.0%

Year 5 86.3% 92.5% 90.5% 85.9%

Year 6 91.2% 81.3% 91.0% 84.5%

Year 7 88.5% 87.1% 84.8% 80.7%

Primary Other 92.2% 86.1% 84.0% 64.9%

Total 90.0% 88.5% 90.0% 84.4%

School attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Our attendance percentages were significantly impacted by COVID-19 with many of our families choosing to keep their 
children away even when the school was open.  There was a particular impact on the special class due to several of 
the children having complex medical conditions and therefore being in the vulnerable category.  The special classes 
percentage dropped by almost 20%.

The percentage for the mainstream classes overall dropped by just over 5% however we did see an improvement in 
the attendance rates as the year went on.  Unexplained absences, late arrivals and early dismissals have continued to 
be something we focus on and we are seeing an improvement in this by having a consistent process for following up 
attendance.
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Preschool enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Preschool enrolment comment
In 2020 the preschool had a total of 15 students across five sessions.  There were 5 ATSI students and 0 EALD 
students.  There were 0 children with additional needs and 0 early entry students.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2017 22 20 21 21

2018 18 19 20 20

2019 13 16 14 15

2020 14 15 15 15

All allegations of bullying, including cyberbullying occurring outside of the school are treated seriously and addressed 
in accordance with the Anti-Bullying policy.  We continue to work with our students on understanding the difference 
between bullying and being unkind.

Staff use a restorative approach and this has seen a reduction in the number of suspensions from 41 in 2019 to 17 in 
2020.  There were 212 behaviours incidents however 152 were attributed to four students all of whom have 
disabilities and social-emotional complexities.

Behaviour support comment

Client opinion summary
The Wellbeing and Engagement Collection occurs every year for students from year 4 to 7 and provides young people’s 
views about their social and emotional wellbeing, engagement in school and their expectations outside of school.  It 
was pleasing to see that optimism had risen quite substantially along with a rise in satisfaction with life, emotion 
regulation and fewer students reported being sad or worried.  There were also significant increases in the areas of 
having an important adult at school and students feeling connected to the school.  Areas we will continue to work on 
are our students’ perception of bullying and their ability to persevere. 

The parent surveys for both the school and the preschool were positive, scoring between agree and strongly agree on 
10 out of the 14 questions with the other 4 questions scoring an average just below agree. The areas we will continue 
to work on are around how we communicate to parents and ensure that they access the information that is available.

The staff survey scored highly in the areas of our site improvement plan and showed that staff had worked hard to 
improve the knowledge and skill in these areas.  It showed a significant increase in the quality of teaching and learning 
and that we are more effective at adapting to the needs of children/students. An area we will work on is how we reward 
and recognise the work staff are doing.
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Destination comment
Noarlunga Downs P-7 School has a highly transient population with students often transferring to a number of local 
schools in the area.  The year 7 students predominantly transfer to Christies Beach High School and Seaford 
Secondary College.

Relevant history screening
Working with Children Check screening strategies have continued at Noarlunga Downs P-7 School.  An up to date data 
base is collected and all staff members are aware of working with children check compliant volunteers in their rooms.  
The importance of completing this training is highlighted to all interested members of the school community.

All documentation for pre-service teachers, contractors, external service providers, staff and volunteers is current and 
consistently reviewed.  Responding to Abuse and Neglect (RAN) training is also available online to all volunteers.

Intended destination from School

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2020.

Leave Reason Number %
Employment 0 NA
Interstate/Overseas 6 16.2%
Other 0 NA
Seeking Employment 0 NA
Tertiary/TAFE/Training 0 NA
Transfer to Non-Govt School 3 8.1%
Transfer to SA Govt School 28 75.7%
Unknown 0 NA
Unknown (TG - Not Found) 0 NA

Intended destination from Preschool
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2017 2018 2019 2020

1068 - Noarlunga Downs Primary School 90.0% 90.0% 92.9% 100.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2020 collection.
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 18
Post Graduate Qualifications 0

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 1.0 8.0 0.0 9.7
Persons 1 9 0 13

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $2,339,858
Grants: Commonwealth $16,193
Parent Contributions $33,003
Fund Raising $0
Other $0

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2020 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement The school utilised this funding to employ a Wellbeing Coordinator four days a week and 
support students in the yard and across transition times as well as address attendance 
issues. 

The WEC data demonstrated pleasing 
trends. Behaviour data showed a 
decrease.

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

EALD students have received support from a teacher throughout the year.  The support 
provides English language support to develop reading and writing skills.

Students receiving support are working 
towards achieving the SEA.

Inclusive Education Support Program Funding was used to support learning goals with differentiated teaching of targeted 
students in a classroom setting with trained SSOs.

All students made progress toward 
reaching their one plan goals.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

Funding was used to support the implementation of intervention programs, largely 
comprising of Minilit and Quicksmart.
These intervention programs contribute to improved learning outcomes in literacy and 
numeracy as measured by Running Records, PAT M and PAT R and benchmarked against 
the department Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA).
Funding was utilised to employ an Aboriginal Community Education Officer, who provided 
assistance to students and staff, ensuring wellbeing and engagement of our Aboriginal 
cohort of students.

Students reduced the gap between 
achievement and the SEA.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Training and development of staff in the areas identified in the school improvement plan 
to improve their ability in teaching reading, writing and mathematics.

80% of year 1 and 93% of year 2 
students met SEA for reading.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

N/A N/A

Better schools funding Better schools funding was used to improve students learning outcomes, specifically 
those who did not meet the SEA through the use of tier 2 and tier 3 assistance from SSOs 
in the classroom setting.

Students made progress towards 
meeting the SEA.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

N/A N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students N/A N/A

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.



2020 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Training and development of staff to implement strategies such as the Strive for Five and the resourcing 
of the preschool to provide quality numeracy and literacy learning.

Children showed marked improvement in 
their vocabulary and number understanding. 

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes 
(children's centres only)

N/A N/A

Inclusive Education Support Program

A modified PASM screening was performed for each preschool child and children were grouped to have 
intensive speech and language assistance with an SSO in a program designed by the department speech 
therapist.

Children made significant progress and most 
children met the SEA.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Specific supports was given to one child in her first term at school.  This support was provided by an SSO 
in consultation with the department speech therapist

The students made significant gains and met 
the SEA.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


	Master_Coverpage (58).pdf
	Master_Report (51).pdf
	Master_FundingAttachment (49).pdf

