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Term 4 Diary Dates 

 

25 November Pre-entry   

visits to the preschool 
 

25 November Governing 

Council meeting 
 

26 November Reception 

transition visits 12:10 - 1:30 
 

28 November Reception 

transition visits 12:10 - 1:30 
 

2 December Pre-entry visits 

to the preschool 
 

3 December Reception 

transition visits 12:10 - 2:30 
 

3 December  

CONCERT 
 

5 December Reception 

transition visits 12:10 - 2:30 
 

10 December whole school 

Christmas lunch 
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Exciting reading improvement. 

Contrary to what some people believe, learning to read is not a ‘natural’ process 
that just happens.  It is a complex process that requires the explicit teaching of 
various skills and strategies such as phonics (knowing the relationship between  
letters and sounds) and phonemic awareness (the ability to hear and manipulate 
individual sounds). 
 

Our staff in the junior primary have been working very hard on improving reading 
by using an explicit direct instruction model.  If you have been in our junior primary 
classes you may have seen the teachers doing flash cards and using white boards 
as part of this process of explicitly teaching reading. 
 

Our results across the year in the junior primary are showing how hard the     
teachers, support staff and students have worked on improving reading with the 
year 1 cohort going from 23% meeting the Standard of Education Achievement 
(SEA) at the beginning of the year to 82% meeting the SEA in the October data 
collection.  The year 2 cohort have improved from 35% meeting SEA at the         
beginning of the year to 70% meeting SEA in the October data collection.  
 

There are some simple ways that you can help to improve your child’s reading at 
home and help us make even greater progress next year.   

1. Use songs and nursery rhymes to build phonemic awareness – the rhyme 
and rhythm in songs and nursery rhymes help children to hear the 
sounds and syllables in words, which helps them learn to read.  A good 
way to build phonemic awareness is to clap the rhythm together and 
recite the songs. 

2. Create a print rich environment at home - seeing printed words enables 
children to see and apply connections between sounds and letter    
symbols.  When you are out, point out letters on posters or billboards and 
see if your child can tell you what sound the word starts with or what 
rhymes with that word. 

3. Play word games in the car or at home -  introduce simple word games 
that encourage children to listen, identify and manipulate the sounds in 
words.  For example, start by asking questions like “What sound does the 
word _________ start with?” “What sound does the word ____________ 
end with?” “What words start with the sound _________________?” and 

“What word rhymes with ___________?” 
 

I would like to congratulate everyone who has worked hard to ensure this          
improvement happens. 

Rachael Courtney 

Principal 
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This week, NDP-7 school has celebrated PE week, and what a fantastic 

week it has been! 

The students have had the opportunity to participate in a range of      

activities, including a visit from the Adelaide Crows.  

 

 

Students learnt skills based on gratitude, kindness, and positive reflection. 

The students received a visit from Claude, the Crows’ mascot. Rooms 1 

and 2 had the opportunity to be involved in a football clinic following 

the presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

During the week, students were 

encouraged to eat healthy 

foods, and enjoyed Chobani 

yogurt and fresh fruit platters.  

 

A sport dress up day was also 

held for students to show off 

their favourite team colours.  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fimages%2Fchristmas-light-cartoons-20.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fchristmas-light-cartoons&docid=66PfiZwt6ztCPM&tbnid=HYsq_4x_wg14BM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjXo9eS1uXlAhVUcCsKHY0


 

Community Christmas  lights display 

Santa’s little helper has been busy at our school creating a 

Christmas lights display for our community. Gradually over 

the next few weeks you will be able to see this display being 

put together.  We would love our community to help spread 

the news of this amazing light display by word of mouth or by 

sharing it on social media. It has certainly created a lot of 

excitement with the students already. 

Indigenous garden planting — NAIDOC grant 

On Monday 11 November  rooms 1 and 2 worked 

on our garden with the student leaders and      

Sophie, the Education Officer from National      

Resource Management. Students helped to 

weed the garden before the visit and then 

helped with the planting.  Native wallaby grass 

and knobby grass was planted. Both these         

natives plants are used in indigenous culture for 

weaving. To finish our garden we are waiting for 

the installation of a weaving loom which we hope 

will be in by next week. 
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       Assembly Awards 

Room  Name  Reason 

Kindy Nate Speaking confidently. 

Kindy Harley Participating in group               

conversations. 

1 Blake  Taking his time at writing. 

1 Dylan Using addition strategies. 

1 Pee-Kay Learning all the phonics sounds. 

2 Ceairah Exciting and informative show 

and tell. 

2 Shaniqua Great improvement in the      

bridging through 10 strategy. 

2 Marcus Adjusting well to change in the 

classroom. 

6 Saskia Always showing respect to   

others, self and the                 

environment. 

6 James Great persistence with his      

learning. 

7 Makalah Persevering through challenges 

at aquatics. 

7 Christina Having a go in all activities at 

aquatics. 

8 Bella Joining in well with others in 

health lessons. 

8 Mitchell Sounding out his spelling words 

with enthusiasm. 

11 Aryan Constant persistence in maths. 

11 James Constant persistence in maths. 

   

Lateness 

We have been having a number 

of students coming to school late. Below is a 

table that outlines how being late regularly 

can affect schooling. Please remember that 

if  you are wanting to walk your child to their  

classrooms you will need to arrive before the 

8:50am bell.  

He/she is only 

missing just... 
That equals... Which is…. 

And over 13 

years of  

10 minutes  

per day 

50 minutes  

per week 

Nearly 1.5 

weeks per 

year 

Nearly half a  

year 

20 minutes 

per day 

1 hour 40 mins 

per week 

Over 2.5 weeks 

per year 

Nearly 1 year 

30 minutes  

per day 

Half a day  

per week 

4 Weeks  

per year 

Nearly 1 and a 

half years 

1 hour per day 1 day per 

week 

8 weeks per 

year 

Over 2 and a half 

years 

Just a little bit late doesn’t seem much but... 

As of 25 November 2019 Noarlunga Downs P-7  School  OSHC will be provided 

by the Hackham West Community Centre. 

Parents needing OSHC for their children are able to register and book in with 

the Hackham West Community Centre. For enrolment and booking details  

contact the centre on 8384 1065. 

Thank you to all the families who have supported our OSHC program over the 

years. 

Kind regards 

Lyn Blackwood 

OSHC Director 

 


